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BLISTER TRAY WITH A PACKAGE FOR A SMALL
DEVICE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a blister tray that
contains a package for a small device, and more specifically
to a blister tray that contains a package for a small device for
use in a kit containing medical devices. As used herein, the
term “medical device” includes a medical or surgical device.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Medical devices are typically packaged in kits
containing one or more medical devices. Conventionally, a
kit contains a tray which includes recesses sized and shaped
to receive medical devices. After a tray is formed with the
appropriate recesses for the medical devices, it is very
difficult and expensive to add or to make changes to the
formed tray such that an additional small device can be
incorporated therein.

[0003] Accordingly, there is a need to provide a package
that can hold a small device to be incorporated into a formed
tray, that can be easily assembled, and that can be easily
arranged into the formed tray.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] In accordance with the present invention, a kit is
disclosed which includes a blister tray having a first medical
device contained therein and a package for a small device
sized and shaped to be insertable within the blister tray. The
package for a small device includes a portion engageable
with the first medical device such that the first medical
device inhibits the removal of the package from the blister
tray.

[0005] In one embodiment, the package is made from a
planar sheet. The package includes a first foldable panel that
has first and second fold lines. The second fold line is
positioned on one side of the first fold line. The package
further includes a main section and a center section. The
main section is positioned on an opposite side of the first
fold line, while the center section is positioned between the
first and second fold lines. The first main section has a first
slit that forms a retaining portion moveable such that the
retaining portion extends outwardly from the main section.
When the retaining portion extends outwardly from the main
section, a first opening is formed in the first panel. The first
main section also has a second slit that forms a first base
moveable such that the first base extends outwardly from
one side of the first panel. When the first base extends
outwardly from one side of the first panel, a second opening
is formed in the first panel. The center section has a third slit
that forms a second base moveable such that the second base
extends outwardly from one side of the first panel. When the
second base extends outwardly from one side of the first
panel, a third opening is formed in the first panel. The first
and second openings align with each other when the first
panel is folded about the first fold line such that the first base
is adjacent to the second base. The first, second, and third
openings cooperate with each other, when the first and
second openings are aligned with each other, to form a
receptacle for a medical device.

[0006] Other features and aspects of the present invention
will become more fully apparent from the following detailed

Oct. 7, 2004

description of the preferred embodiments, the appended
claims and the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] For a more complete understanding of the present
invention, reference is made to the following detailed
description of the exemplary embodiments considered in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

[0008] FIG. 1is a perspective view of a blister tray, shown
with a blister card and a device package, all of which are
constructed in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention;

[0009] FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the blister card
illustrated in FIG. 1;

[0010] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the blister tray
of FIG. 1, taken along section line 3-3 and looking in the
direction of the arrows;

[0011] FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the blister tray of
FIG. 1, illustrated without medical devices and with a cover;

[0012] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a blank used to
produce the device package illustrated in FIG. 1;

[0013] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the device package
assembled from the blank illustrated in FIG. 5, without a
medical device;

[0014] FIG. 7 is a view similar to the view shown in FIG.
6, except that the device package is with a medical device in
the form of a vessel inverter;

[0015] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of the blister tray
of FIG. 1, taken along section line 8-8 and looking in the
direction of the arrows;

[0016] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a blister card
constructed in accordance with another exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;

[0017] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a blister tray,
shown with the blister card of FIG. 9; and

[0018] FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view of the blister tray
of FIG. 10, taken along section line 10-10 and looking in the
direction of the arrows.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

[0019] FIG. 1 shows a blister tray 10 sized and shaped to
receive a plurality of medical devices 12a-c, each of which
includes a handle 14a-c, respectively, and an elongated shaft
16a-c extending from the handle 14a-c. Further, the blister
tray 10 is sized and shaped to receive a blister card 18 and
a package 20 which contains a vessel inverter 22.

[0020] Referring to FIG. 1, the blister tray 10 includes an
outer peripheral rim 24, an inner peripheral ledge 26, and an
inner compartment 28 having a base 30. The blister tray 10
also has two lateral sides 32a4-b and two longitudinal sides
34a-b, each of which extends upwardly from the base 30. As
illustrated in FIG. 1, the medical devices 12a-c¢ extend in
parallel fashion with respect to each other and to the
longitudinal sides 34a-b of the blister tray 10.

[0021] Still referring to FIG. 1, two sets of outwardly
extending prominences 36a-d, 38a-d divide the blister tray



